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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BANJUL 00538 03I606Z 

ACTION ICAE-00 

INFO OCT-OI AF-IO ISO-00 /OlIW 

086464 040I20Z/I4 

R031450Z APR78 
FM AMEMBASSY BANJUL 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5386 
INFO AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN 
AMEMBASSY ACCRA 
AMEMBASSY DAKAR 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS 

UNCLAS BANJUL 0538 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SCUL GA 

SUBJ: ARTHUR HALL AFRO-AMERICAN DANCE ENSEMBLE AND PHILADELPHIA 
SCHOOL TEACHERS PRIVATE AFRICAN TOUR PLANS 

1. TIMING OF PROPOSED VISIT TO BANJUL WOULD PRESENT MAJOR 
PROBLEMS. AUGUST IS HEIGHT OE RAINY SEASON, DURING WHICH ALL 
SCHOOLS ARE ON VACATION AND MANY GAMBIANS TAKE THEIR LEAVE. 
GROUP OF 40 AMERICANS UNDER OEFICIAL SPONSORSHIP ALWAYS CREATES 
MAJOR LOGISTIC BURDEN IN THIS SMALL EMBASSY MANNED BY TOTAL OE 
ONLY 3 AMERICANS. DORMITORY FACILITIES ARE LIMITED, AND IN ANY 
CASE INSTITUTIONS HAVING THEM ARE CLOSED IN AUGUST. EMBASSY 
HAS NO CU FUNDS TO SUPPORT GROUP, AND IT IS UNLIKELY THAT 
POTENTIAL GAMBIAN AUDIENCE GATE RECEIPTS WOULD SUPPLY MUCH 
REVENUE. 

2. PRESENT CHARGE, WHO ASSUMES CULTURAL RESPONSIBILITIES IN 
ABSENSE ANY RESIDENT ICA PERSONNEL, WILL BE TRANSFERING IN JULY, 

AND NEW CHARGE WILL ONLY JUST BE GETTING EEET ON GROUND IN 
AUGUST. AT MINIMUM, IE GROUP IS TO VISIT BANJUL AND EXPECT MORE 
THAN BARE BONES EMBASSY SUPPORT, WE WOULD REQUIRE ADVANCE VISIT 
BY RESPONSIBLE ICA OFEICER WHO WOULD MAKE ALL APPROPRIATE 
ARRANGEMENTS, ACCOMPANY GROUP THROUGHOUT BANJUL VISIT, AND 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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ASSUME EULL RESPONSIBILITY FOR GROUP'S OFFICIAL PROGRAM WHILE 
HERE. WYGANT 
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